Report
The National E-Health Transition Authority (NEHTA) has been established in Australia to accelerate the adoption of e-health across the health sector. NEHTA is based on a collaborative approach and is jointly funded and governed by all Commonwealth, State and Territory health jurisdictions.
Improved information management and information communication technology (IM&ICT) is generally regarded as a crucial driver of health system reform. Electronic health information systems that are interoperable are essential for the exchange of clinical and administrative information across the health sector. These systems have the potential to realise improvements in terms of quality, safety and efficiency.
Over the next 3 years, NEHTA will develop the specifications, standards and infrastructure necessary for an interconnected health sector. The development of the foundations for this widespread adoption of e-health is NEHTA's core mission.
NEHTA's work program is focused on e-health informatics standards and interoperability of infrastructure, which includes:
• developing clinical data standards for the exchange of clinical information.
• developing national standards to uniquely identify patients, providers, products and services.
• developing standards for secure electronic transfer of information across the health sector e.g. messaging and technical integration standards; authentication and access.
• providing shared information resources, for example the medicines formulary and online resource centre.
• increasing sectoral efficiency by facilitating reform, for example supply chain reform-national product catalogue.
• establishing enabling processes to manage change, for example consent and governance models. These standards are necessary for the sharing of information between providers and/or electronic health records (EHRs).
The components of work relating to standards for the exchange of clinical information in the current NEHTA program entails the following steps:
• 
NEHTA Clinical Data Standards (CDS)
Extensive consultation and collaboration with health specialists and clinicians across Australia over the past two years have informed the direction and content of NEHTA CDS work. A series of focus groups, workshops, one-on-one meetings and jurisdictional visits have determined the priorities for event summaries and the clinical information (data group) content.
NEHTA CDS is currently specifying the priority data groups (clinical information) for the following twelve event summaries, which were identified as priorities for development:
• Initial Health Profile The data groups are being developed in stages according to jurisdictional and other stakeholder requirements. Those identified as high priority are currently being developed to a detailed level of specification, with extensive consultation prior to the first draft being final-
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